258         MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

Jabir, the Prophet said: "For every sawafim horse (faros) x
idinar or 10 dirhams, and there is nothing on horses sta-
tioned in forts (murabatah) ". Furthermore, the calif
Omar wrote to Abu 'Ubaydah ordering him to collect
zakat from the sawaim horses at the rate mentioned.
Again, in the time of Marwan a council of the Companions
was held on this matter and in it Abu Hurayrah said:
" There is no sadaqah on a man for his horses and slaves ".
Marwan then said to Zayd Ibn Thabit: " What do you say,
oh, Father of Sa'id?" and Abu Hurayrah, wondering at
Marwan, said: " I am relating a hadlth of the Prophet, and
he says: ' What do you say, oh father of Sa'id?' " Zayd,
thereupon, observed that Abu Hurayrah was telling the
truth but that the Prophet only meant the horses of the
warriors, and that horses kept for their offspring were sub-
ject to zakat at the rate above mentioned. Al-Sarakhsi says
that the reason why the hadlths concerning horses are not
widespread is because horses in those days were very much
honored and used in war only; and that the zakat is col-
lected in value because the poor cannot use it as such since
according to Abu Hamfah the flesh of horse is not lawful
for eating.

As regards the two views of Abu Hamfah concerning
mares when they are alone, the ground for one is that the
productivity of horses consists in their offspring and is
therefore absent when the mares are alone. The ground for
the other view is that mares may produce offspring by the
use of a borrowed stallion (fahl). Finally, the ground for
Abu Hanifah's view that male horses when they are alone
do not pay zakat is the fact that male horses by themselves
cannot produce offspring, and their value does not increase
with age as is the case in other animals, neither is their

1 Faras is a generic term applying to male and female as well as to
Arabian and foreign horses.